Write a PERL script which will copy a file (first parameter) onto another file (second parameter). The script will be run with two parameters file1 and file2.

eg.   $ cpfile  file1  file2

The script SHOULD copy file1 to file2 IF AND ONLY IF

    1) the script is run with two parameters

    2) file1 exists and is a TEXT FILE

    3) file2 does not exist

First design a general algorithm for your program. General algorithm of the program could be

1) Test to see whether the script is called with 2 parameters

2) Test to see whether file1 exists and readable and is a text file

3) Test to make sure file2 does not exist

4) If all conditions are good enough to continue; open file1 for input

5) open file2 for output

6) copy all lines from file1 to file2 (read from file1, print to file2)

7) close file1 and file2

8) show a success message and stop

Before you start coding

· Make sure you know how to check the number of parameters with which a script is run on the command line. (Hint : the special variable $#ARGV always contains the subscript of the last parameters in the @ARGV parameter array. Therefore the number of parameters is $#ARGV+1.

· Make sure you know how to get command line parameters. (Hint : the array @ARGV contains the command line parameters @ARGV[0] is the first one, ARGV[1] is the second, etc.

· Make sure you know how to check whether a file exists (Hint : "if ( -e xyz )" ).

· Make sure you know how to check whether a file is readable. (Hint: “if (-r xyz)” ).

· Make sure you know how to check whether a file contains simple text (only text) Hint : The UNIX command "file" examines the files specified in its parameter list and reports the type for each file. Files which contain plain text are reported by some explanatory message with the word "text" somewhere.  See “man file”   and try it!
· Make sure you know how to open files for input/output.

· Make sure you know how to establish loops.

Before you proceed writing the code, write down a more detailed algorithm.

